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ITIT the entrance of Amerlenn troops
inta the frontline trenches the rifle
is coming Into Its own In the Eu-
ropean war.  Hitherto, except with
the Canndiang, It hag not played the
part thut might haove been expected
of It

Already the deadly aceurncy of
Amerléan marksmanship hoas  taken
its toll of German vietims, for the

rifle I8 the favorite weapon of our
troapes.

The rensons for this are several.
The Amerienn I8 o hunter by tradition. It 1s In
hie blood because his father and grandfather be-
fore Lim won the wilderness with the old muzzie-
loader, Duniel Boone nnd Davy Crockeit and
Kit Coreon are all old friends of his, The wiid
West is familine territory, even though he muy
never have crossed the Mississippl. For he hus
reand the tnles of (rappers and hunters and proe-
ticed them on n small seale in the woods out-
sie his villnge. .

The Amerienn is a marksman by tralning.
What boy has not spent leng doys in the woods
with a gun In lis hoands? What youth, excepting
only somse born and reared In the largest clties,
hies not come home at night In triumph with a
bng of cottontalls?

The third reason why Sammy sticks to his
in the trenclhies Is that it is the best military
It the world,

For these three reasons, then—because the rifle
1% his weapon by trodition and by training, and
becnuse the one he earries s the best manufae-
tared—our Infantrymin bucks the rifle against the
hand grenande und the bayonetr. He ¢un use any
of the three, but for cholee give hlm & clean G00-
vard shot at & moving spot of gray outlined
ugninst the doun Flanders background of a scar-
torn hill,

It bas been acknowledged for years that the
Amerlenn regular army, small though It was prior
to 10IT, is the finest body of marksmen In any
Our tenms competing at Camp Perry and

rifle
arm

nrmy,
at Kisley agninst the bLest shots of Europe and
the western hemisphere, proved conclusively that

the superiarity still reste with s

The United Stntes government has made for its
army {he most perfeet mlilitary rifles ever pro-
dueeid,. These are the Springfield model of 1003
and the 1917 model, hoth of which are beyond
anestion hetter guns than those used by aoy other
urmy in the world. The cartridges for these
weapons are the best now In use. Orders have
been placed for 2020000 rifles, The prodoetion
now nvernges 50,000 n week, sufficlent to equip
three divisions,  One billlon eartridges have heen
ordersd for practice in the training camps, Our
mapufaeture of rifle eartridges excels in amount
that of any other country. One firm alone turned
ont 125,000,000 during one month,

The polley of the governmment has been to ap-
propriste about £13 a year for the rifle practice
of ench goldier In the army. Target ranges have
been built in all parts of the country. These
wore avallable not only for the use of the army
and the Natlonnl Guard but also for rifle assocl-
atiens,

Germany hns not been alble to do this, With
n standing armwy so grent as the one maintained
by the kalser In pence times, such an approprin-
tion would hnve Interfered with other plans, If
$18 n year lind been spent on ammunition for the
rifle practice of each man In the German standing
army nnd reserve, the Teutons wonld be far bet-
ter shots than they nre todany. But this gain
would be at the expense of the fundg necessary
for the supply of munitions the general stall was
accumulating agoinst the day of need. Prior to
the war the German soldler fired only about 12
ball eartridges o yeénr on the range,

The ritle ranges in Europe are few and inferior,
Land is far ton vulunble to permit of much be-
ing wsed for such purpose.  Scuarcely any of these
ranges are sultible for proctice st a distance of
over 400 yards. An appropriatlon of $13 to the
man for ammunition would not have made Bu-
rapesn soldlers anything ke as expert as ours.
The lack of apportunity to shoot under the field
vopditions, which are the foundation of u good
riflerman’s work in npctunl battle stress, would
pecrssnrily have debarred this,

The Americun is o huonter. He used to be a
rifleman from pecessity, since hls safety and his
food depended on his skill. He 1s now one from
cholee, There are few of our yungsters who do
not own or have access to a 22 rifle, and but few
who do not get an ocenslonal chance to use 8
shotgun. The hunting Instinet is still strong In
us, It Is estimated that about 8,500,000 sports-
men In this country hunt every year with a rifie
or a shotgun.,

Even in thickly settled districts gnme Ix still
plsntiful enough to offer entlelng sport. The U-
cense fee |8 small, pmounting usually to only $1.
Ammuunition Is cheaper here than elsewhere, The
finest uud least costly machine-made guns are
produced in this country. Most lmportant, we
have no estnblished aristoeracy which eontrols the
shinoting preserves, to the exclusion of the gen-
vrnl publie, -
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RCACTICE THAT HAS STALE ArTERICAN
STARKIITEN [N WORLD —p

The conditions in Europe sre totdlly different.
Land Is owned by the aristocrney, and since
feudnl times hunting has been g privilege peculine
to that class. Unless he secures employment a8
A gamekeeper, the poor mnn has ne chance to
lentn to shoot. Nor have the middle classes any
better opportunity, Ammunition s expensive,
The license fee I8 excessive, running as high 88
$25. The only good guns sre hund-made, for the
reason that guosmiths look only to the upper
clags ns purchasers. Hence no good, cheap, mi-
chine-made rifles are manufactured. Lustly, there
Is o open land upon which to shoot.

For @ll these rensons, the workingmuon of Bu-
rope knows very little abhout firenrms,

Man for mun, the total number of troops In
the fleld taken Into consideration, our Civil war
wis the bloodiest ever seen. The operations In
Europe during the present struggle have always
been over n wide front. The numbers engaged
have been enormons and the total losses stugger-
Ing. Yet the wastage of human life has been rel-
atlvely small compared with fhat of the Unlon
and Confederate armies, There has been no Gets
tysburg, no Bloodyr Angle in the present conflict

Why? Neither the forees under Grant or Lee
attained the perfection of tralning asequired by
the armles of today, with the exception of a few
stir corps composed of pleked regiments, The
heavy ensunlties were due to the Individual fight-
Ing aubility of the troops, to their expert use of
tHe rifle,

From the days of the minute men of the Revo-
lutlon, the superiority of the American rifleman
has been coneceded by all. Maorgan's backwoods-
men proved their efficlency ns marksmen In the
War for Independence, The raw frontlersman
demonstruted It ngain at New Orleans under
Jackson agninst Pukenham's tralned regulars. At
the Alamo, Crockett and Bowle, with a lttle
handful of riflemen, held the hordes of Santa Ana
ut bay. Our history 18 full of Incldents In which
s Nitle band of grimm men, their backs to the wall,
huve held off many tlmes their number by sheer
tenacity and deadly rifle execution.

The reason for this Is not far to seek, In early
dauys Amerien was a virgin land peopled by no-
madie tribes with an amazing skill at wooderaft.
Thesa natives had to be outwitted and outfought.

No country In the world, with the posgible ex-
ception of British Sootheast Afriea, ever had such
n wealth of gnme as this. The first settlers were
Anglo-Saxons, the greatest sport-loving people on
enrth,  With them they brought little but fire-
arms and stout hearts, They hnd to defend them.

selves ngninst the Indiuns and to live by the
chnse.  Gradually they learned to ralse graln,
fruit and vegetables native to the land of thelr

adoption. But for a long time thelr maln source
of supply wus wild game.

It resulted that every boy grew up with a rifle
In his hunds, Inevitably these frontiersmen,
faced with an opportunity based upon necessity,
developed the keen eye, the steady nerve nod the
woodmanship that made them the best shots ever
known,

With the growth of the country the tide of
elvilization rolled westward. Clark opened the
great Northwest, Pike led the way to the Rock-
les.  Always the adventurous son pushed to the
more remote frontler, The greatest trek in the
history of the weéstern hemilsphere was on, For
00 years it cémtinoed. Almost every foot of the
West was won by toll and hardship, nt the cost
of suerifice from which wen snd women emerged
strong and self-rellant.

The tradition of the hunt persists with us. The
man used to tramping the hills for blg game en-
dures hardship and privation for the gake of the
sport. He learns to shoot at fast-moving game
under difficolties of distance and visibillty, It
follews that when he Is taken out to the rifle
range nnd Instructed be leurns In a few lessons
the proper sighting and method of using the mili-
tary rifle,

These once noquired, he is In o class by himself,
for he Is used to shooting under the same condi-
tlons, thongh with less danger to hlmself, that ob-
tain at the front. No amount of practice at the
rifle range can serve as a fit substitute for his ex-
perfence,

It is this fundamental tralning which lies back
of target practice that Is respousible for the
marksmanship of the Americsn army. The ma-
rine corps holds the fOopest record in the service.
Fully one-third of this organization wears the
marksmanship emblem. At least onehalf of the
warines are first-class riflemen,

To win the expert emblem a marksman must
shoot over the qualifylng course at ull ranges from

Weapon Comes Into Its Own With
Aurival of Pershing's Sharpshooters
enches

SOLDIERS BEST

—

200 to GO0 vards In bhoth
ropld and slow fire and
mwust mnake above 203
points out of n passible
J040, The sharprhooter
must averuge 218 out of
20 on the =nme conrse,
It Is po unusuiul record
for a candidate of either

of these classes to hang
up ten consecutive hulls-
oyes out of ten shots at
the GO0-yard runge.

The German does not
rely on his individ wml atitl
tty with the ril e In
inolined to shoot wildly
and at random Reports
hiove reached us Ger-

man compinies frontienliy
grent  guantities
after A

wasting
of ammunition
feigned nttnck on the purt of the foe
theors that &

from @ glv+

Thix 18 in part due to the German
certain percentage of hits will result
en number of ghots. The Boche Infantryman, x-
cept at short range, does not direct his gim ot &
purticular adversary. He fires for re-
fults,

A German officer, for instance, learns that there
nre o certain number of the enemy In n given
zone about 100 yards sguare, KOO yards in front
of his position. He estimates that i his company
sprays this zone for n half-hour a certuin peoreent-
age of casunlties will be fuflieted, dependent upon
the rapldity of fire, number of marksmen and size
of zone,

An Ameriean farmer boy conld tell him how er
roneous this theory Is, He knows. becnnse ex-
perience has tanght him. Time and nanin
he has fired with a shotgun into a flock of ducks
or o covey of grouse on the wing hunched nppar
ently so closely that n mlss Is hordly possible,
There are 150 or 200 individug! shot in the load,
Yet such an attempt nearly always scores u com-
plete miss. Naturally this percentnge of fallures
must be still higher In rifle shooting,

general

time

An attacking party may be advancing in what
lools like s dense mags, There 15 to the eye very
little spuce between the men. A “general resnlts”
shot ought to score a hit. In point of faect, It
usually does not. Bpaces hefween the moving men
are constantly opening. Very little of the front
offers a vital target. A shot throngh n knap- |
snek, n helmet, thirongh bagey bhrecches, or thick |
lepaings, even through the fleshy part of the body,
will not stop n charging foe. The only wiay to
make sure of n hit Is to pick an Individoal tar-
get, alm at dend center, und Are dweenrately. An
Infantryman In full equipiment {2 a4 good deal ke
n hawk on # fence post. You are lkely to got
n lot of festhers from your shot and very :m!»'|
howk.

The ability
American rifloman dnngorons,
making our infantryvinan superior to
the western front. senernl Pershing
the need of malntalning thls advanta for in his
reports he recommends that the greatest care
be taken In rifle Instruction ot the cantonments
since this is the most vuluable both in
offense and defense,

Put & eompany of crack German troops agninst
an equal number of ours., Let them dircet thelir
fire based on the “general results” theéory at onr
men while our boys follow the Amerienn method |
of selecting an Individusl target., An avernge |
company of Sammies would eontain abour ten
exports, 20 sharpshooters, 35 moarksmen and A
large unumber of first-clnss riflemen. The result
would not be hard to determine.

It Is becnuse of the deficiency of the Germnans
as riflemen that thelr general stafl has resorted
s0 lurgely to the haod grennde, For the same rea-
gon the French and British have done the same.
We rend storles of Infantrymuen chasing troops
& quarter of a mile to get close enough to throw
hand grenades at them. Wall-ddirected rifle fire
would have been far more effective. There nre
times at short runge when the grenade is a su-
perior weapon. Omne tossed Into a group of men
will do more dnmnge than a single rifle bullet,
but the supply of grenndes a man can earry Is lhim-
ited and the distance ut which they can be used
effectively Is short. Since the French and British
are better shots than the Germans they send
more riflemen over the top und fewer grenadiers

The British regular army had a great reputa-
tion for shooting. Most of these hnd seen serv-
fee In Egypt, Africa or other colonlea where con-
ditlons In & degree resemble ours. The work these
veternns did In the first bLattle of Ypres and at
the retrent from Mons, where with practically no
artillery they held four or five times thelr number
shows what marksmunship can do for an army.

‘The Latin instinet s to use the knife. For
this reason the Freoch and the Itallan revert
oftey to the bayonet. Bectuuse the German does
not ke close hand«to-hand work be prefers the
grenade,

The Canadian Is our bomjmtlwr &t arms, The
conditions that have made us made him, Hig of-
fectiveness as u soldier Is due to his individual
initiative and to hls skill with ihe riflte. What is
true of him Is true of our soldlers. Already they
show a tendeney to stick te the rifle. When they
get golug well the Germans will pray to be put
aguinst any troops except Americans—and the
chief reason for this dread will be Bammy's ex-
pertpess with the rifle,

necurntely hns made the |
This same skill 1s
his foe on

OEnizes

to shoot
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LESSON FOR JUNE 23
JESUS  TRIUMPHANT  OVER
DEATH.

LESBON TEXT—Muary 1£:1:20
GOLDEN TEXT-Now s Christ risan
from thie dea I Corinthiane 15.20
ADDITIONA MATERIAL

TEACHERS thew 28:1-00: Luke
M:12, John 2:0:1 I Corinthinns 15:1-08;
Thessaloninns 41318

PRIMARY TOPIC—Jeaun' p r over
death - Mark 1542162

INTERMEDIATIE FOPI
Chirisg

NRENIOR AND ADULT TOPIC-

resu
ot immortality

rection and the Cliristing

1-4).

I. The Ministry of Love (vv

1. By whom (v.

Mary Mungdalene, the
Jumes und Sulome,

2. When (v, 2)

Eurly In the moriing. the
of the week,

(3) Thelr perplexity (vy, 3, 4)

They

minther ol
first

iy

questioned nx to who shonld

roll away the la stons from the
motith of the tomb, To their sirprise
they found the stone removed. Thes,
HEe us, Ond thelr difieolties ore re-
moved bBefore they c¢ome o (hiem, 1f
they had belleved him, thelr anxleties
nnd =arrows wonld not have been

I1. The Angel in the Tomb (vv. 5-8)

Jesns knew thet these wainen would

come o the sepulcher with unbelieyv.
Ing henris,
there to nnn
hls resurr

nre helped o

ligdd nn nngel walting

to them the et of

AR

tles Liv ur

Whnt comforting wonls these must
have beon to these hewililersl women.
The open tonb Is the cure for Tear:

en things look

and Peter” (v. 7).

A= soon a8 It was known that Chrlst
had Hsen from the dead, they were to
tell It to the diseiples,
Clhirist's triumph lnvolves the responsi-

Enowledge of

bility of withessing concerning it. The
disviples all needed this blessed nows,
but Peter especinlly since he Lind so

denled] him Waonderful this!
‘He goeth before you into Galle
+ there shnll ye =8 him"™ (v. 7).,

fat had told the disciples that he

gErnce,

wonlil & s from the dead apd meet
them In Gulllee, but thelr nnhellef
kept them from this blessed truth.

lil. The Appearancea of the Rissn
Christ (vy. 9-14).

These appearances had as thelr oh.
Jeet the restorntion of the diseiples
from thelr awful fallure and discour-
agement and c¢onvinelng thom
without the peradventure of o douht,
tf Christ's resurrection. Sin-e his
resurrection was to be rentral
theme of apostolle preaching, It was
necasary that thev have certainty of
knowledge as to this matter
1:3). Withont the resurrection
Christ, hils death would be meaning-
fess, Out of the ten or more appear
ances, Mark selects thres,

1. To Mary Magdalene (vv. 9-11),

Mary's heart responded to the Sa-
viour's graclons dellverance of her
from demons. Her sufferings were no
douht terrible. She Is the first to the
tomhb. Her devotlon 1s amply reward-
ed by heing the first to meet the risen
Lord. Light will surely come to the
heart that really loves the Lord,
though the falth I8 weak. She went at
once and told the sorrowing disciples,
but they refused to belleve,

2 To two disciples on the way to
Emmaus (vv. 12, 18).

Luke gives full particulnrs concern-
ing this appearance, Jesus had
wniked, talked, and eaten with them,
eonvineing them that the Lord Is risen
Indeed (Luke 24:18-835). The testi-
mony of sach Is trustworthy.

4, To the eleven disciples (v. 14).

IV. The Commission of the Risen
Lord (vv. 15-18).

After the disciples were convineed
of the truth of his resurrection, Christ
sent them forth to “preach the Gospel
to every creature”

What a glorious and supreme task Is
this! *“He thet belleveth and is bap-
tized shall be saved ; but he that bellev.
eth not shall be demned (v, 16).

V. The Activity of the Enthroned
Christ (vv. 18-20),

After giving the disciples thelr com-
mission, he ascends on high, end from
the unsecn sphere directs their activi
tes, Wherever they went he con-
firmed thelr word

the

the

of

for strips of ribbon, sewed 1ogetlior
nnd eut Into o circle. The elrele js
Cut out Inosix scullops 81 the viream-
ference nud the polits of thess seal
lnps are cowed 1o the ends of the
narrow £trlp thot form= (he hinodle-

It stendies o hearts wl
dirk and we do not understa

2 “Ye seek Josus of Noz i who
whs erpcilivd (v, ©6)

This thresfold Jdesignntlion  with
marvelous clearnes=s shows;

(1.) Hls hunmnlty—Jestis

(2.) Lowly residence—Nuozaretl

(2.) Ignominious desth—aerueifiod,

3 He 18 rlsen: he (= ot here; e
hold the place where they lald ldm™
(v. G).

These words throw light npon his
| Mirth. bumillty wnd shamefol death,
He who was born In lowls fnm- |
stinees, aml suffered the shoaneial
denth of the cross, |8 now the con-
queror of denath. His  resnrrection
glves meanlng to his death. 1f Chris:
hail not risen, then hi= death woyld
have heen meuanipngless, I Christ bhe
not risen, your faith Is valn; yo ure i
your stns”™ (1 Cor, 15:17)

4. "o your way, tell his disciples

(Acta

_Knittij‘lgﬂ -_Bz_lgs, Work

Bags and Catch Alls

There s mothing for It bt to kuit | three s s nt each ond of the
aud knit wod then kult some more | Strip Iwn the bundle is  siipped
and curry on, 2he whao does ot ast | through w sapldl <1de mnde of the
he forever explalning why no s | Fibon Grd when 1F fs deawn through
o obligntlon ond All that we have to | TN DEE Tulls in the form of o o
shiow H I hedirt My the riist e AT ENRSOH I BRWED WE IR

= , ) : ) cofer of the cirele of silk
lll.. . ! "‘i = ~ dles, ROItNG | (work bogs et will scrve lop

s i ne other Kkilnds ‘of

e four linndeodih paie of  sid ) ade of stripg of plaldn
nmny § | LAl 1l I nil Nipoenr hhon  seweld togsther
hut them reoT | 1 L et s ke thn shiown ot the
il the sples of ety Oof The pmbrella bag The top
Ives At 1l ribbon nte t In ¥ and deaws uap on
are showir (T T P v ior " satin ribbons thar run throsgh
ones along wille ethier work | una | g sing spwed along the base of {he

i Il b I thelr wmlops i the pinin ribbhon. Smnld
tine: thilnking of new (hiogs in bazs | rines sowed gt e Kides af the Pres
hdve grawy b sueh adepts tliae 1 nre covered with ore-
Hfe nt the ribbon eounter pronjses et =il nad the narrow ribbom r-,-.mt"'—
Wy beeome ope continanl round of | ors B from the easing threugh
Joyous new hugs—fpom now unrll the | them )
endd of the venr,  ‘Then—unless e ! s bng o smpller workhiy
war Is over they will hegin all over . ted over lntge glass rings. W
ugnin with 11189 knitting hags, I I of plsin satin ribhon jolpes

A hew gerival that churins everss  with shirritgs over cord nnd finlshed
one ks u knitting bag thnt looks Hke | with =ilk issels. The hag ot the
A Jittle umbirelin I is made of sitk | rvight s mnde of narrow strips of rib-

bon feather stitehed  togetliet It
Sl embroldery hoop %o

i i slwpys open aud ready to ontels

vimt nmy be dropped Into 1. It
uings from four cords of sk and
Hudshied with n tassel,

Silk Street Suits

Some me uys of mid

summer have really arrived, merchants

nssemble stocks of «ilk
ready to be
hot duy
sults npre

eurefully

wtreat sults,
the tirst
midsummer

presented when
These
untrimmed, but are
and  distinguished
by smart style-touches apd nicetles of

comes

ulrst

designed

finish that place them close to the
formul  sult  ¢las=E,  Clever womnen
sometimes tuke thelr gracefunl but

pinin suits and tone them up with a
lttle efMective hand work, but®even
withont that, they are equal! to almost
uny demuand.

There are many pretty souits of heavy
tuffetas and of gros-de-londre In the
displays.  One of the new taffetn suits
Is shown in the pleture and It could
hardly be simpler or plainer, but It Is
remarkubly good style, The cout opens
to the bust Hoe, differing from earlier
styles which were open to the walst
Hne. It has & short, flaring skirt por-
tlon with three plaits nt ench side and
a llttle dip In front, all very erisp
and spirited,  Filat, white pearl bat-
tons fasten 1. They Invite the anddis
fion of a white plone vestee and eol
lar sud white cuffs.  Altogether they

ke this suplt

Irresintibly cool loeokw
Ing. wnd that I& the charm of charme
i midsummer.  White pumps and;
stocklogs wight be worn with It e
the best advantage,

Among these new sllk suits there in
one haviog n eont with threo flounces,
set o across the back that is very
pretly It hns narrow pockets set om
at euch side with sows of small bud-
tons, and a belt of the sllk. These
helts, In many siik sults, extend around
the wulst In the most stralghtforweed
and matter-of-fact manner, which i
nnother polut of departure
atyle ln cloth suits, The most
colors ure oavy, taupe and blaek,
lght colors, as sand gray or w
have o deintiness that compennsn ten
for their being shorter lived.

g

The Palm.

To keep n pet palm in order, the
leaves should be sponged carelwiry
every week. Don't water pulms e
often; let the earth become dry, them
soak It lberally




